SARL NEWS SUNDAY 23 FEBRUARY 2003 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za 
and on packet bulletin boards. 


SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to 
amateurs to newsQsarl.org.za not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin 
date. It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English. 


In the news today: 

SATELLITES OFFER SOLUTIONS FOR AFRICA 

INTECNET 2003 FULL COVERAGE ON EASTERN CAPE NETWORK 
CONTESTS 

WHAT CAN ONE DO ON THE SARL WEBSITE? 

Stay tuned for more details on these and other news items. 


You are tuned to ZS6SRL. Visit the SARL Website or call the SARL office 
which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on 
how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities. 


The news follows in detail: 
SATELLITES OFFER SOLUTIONS FOR AFRICA 


Telkom demonstrated state-of-the-art satellite technology at SATCOM 2003, a 
three-day satellite communication conference held at the Sandton Convention 
Centre last week. 


The conference brought together speakers and users of satellite technology from 
as far as the United States, the UK and Nigeria to explore new developments 
and opportunities in this exciting sector. 


Demand for broadband technologies is spiralling as information becomes ever 
more essential to daily tasks. While there were numerous access solutions on 
offer that optimise terrestrial infrastructure like ISDN, Diginet and DSL - there 
is still a gap in the market for an always-on connection to the internet with 
large capacity and reliability at an affordable price that is available anywhere 
in the country. 


Telkom recently signed a deal with long-time partner Gilat Satellite Networks to 
provide a Skystar 360E satellite hub station, and Vsat terminals to establish a 
broadband satellite-based communications network. This will complement the 
recently launched ADSL service by offering high speed Internet via satellite to 
areas not covered by ADSL. 


Many companies showed their new developments. World Space, a radio by Satel- 
lite Company showed new developments in receiver technology with a small out- 
board model for personal computers. It comes with a small planar antenna and 
only requires an mp3 player, which today comes standard with most Microsoft 
packages. The Iridium satellite company demonstrated it new satellite phone, 
which is much smaller than previous versions and comes complete with a car 
and hands free kit. You can now talk from anywhere to anywhere even sailing 
on the oceans, well at a cost $1,50 a minute. 


In a related development SA AMSAT is working on presenting an amateur 
satellite conference in the April time frame. SATCOM offered the organisers 
opportunities to look for sponsors to help finance the one-day event. 


If you would like to present a paper at AMSATCOM2003, please mail ZS6AKV 
at hans@intekom.co.za with your suggestions. 


INTECNET 2003 FULL COVERAGE ON EASTERN CAPE NETWORK 


INTECNET 2003 tonight, 23 February, will be widely covered in the Eastern 
Cape on the regional repeater network that covers from Mossel Bay to East 
London and inland beyond Cradock. Beavan Gwilt ZS2RL of the Port Elizabeth 
Amateur Radio Society will be the local net controller providing opportunities 
for all participants on to engage the speaker. In KZN the talk show will be live 
on the Durban Amateur Radio Club repeater on 145,650 and the repeaters of the 
Highway Amateur Radio Club on 145,600 and 145,625 covering the North and 
South Coast and the Highway area including Pietermaritzburg. In Gauteng 
the programme can be heard on 145,650 in Johannesburg and on 145,750 in 
Pretoria. In the Western Cape the programme will be interactive on 145,700 
with Henry ZS1AAZ as the host. On HF 3718 kHz will be interactive and a 
relay by Sentech can be heard on 3215 kHz. 


The programme will feature Walt du Bose K5YFW who will be standing in for 
Dr John Champa, K8OCL. Walk is the deputy Chairperson of the ARRL High 
Speed Digital Networks and Multimedia working Group. The group is part of 
the ARRL Amateur Radio Technology Task Force established to examine newer 
communications technologies for the purpose of assessing their applicability and 
adaptability to the Amateur Radio Service. 


K5YFW will discuss the work of their group and highlight the recently an- 
nounced “Hinternet”. 


If your club would like to have their repeater linked, send an email to 
armiQsarl.org.za with details of the repeater, contact person and the telephone 
number to be linked to the Telkom Teleconference Bridge. All requests must 
be in before noon today. 


CONTESTS 


The first SARL Kid’s Day is come and gone. It was encouraging to hear so 
many young people chatting over the air to other young people in all parts of 


South Africa. A big thank you to all the radio amateurs who made their stations 
available for this event. 


The first leg of the SARL HF Field Day was held over the weekend of 08 and 09 
February. From reports received there was quite a bit of activity on the bands, 
with some good DX worked on Saturday evening. It seems not much was heard 
of the RSGB 1,8 MHz contest. Participants are reminded that the only address 
for their log sheets and summaries is The Contest Committee, PO Box 1721, 
Stubensvallei, 1735 or by e-mail to contest@sarl.org.za 


The next SARL Contest on the calendar is the first leg of the SARL VHF/UHF 
Contest which will be on the air over the weekend of 15 and 16 March, a month 
from now. 


The impression is that in the past competitors seem to use FM only on 145 
MHz and higher bands. What about using SSB as well on these bands this 
time? (Ed). 


WHAT CAN ONE DO ON THE SARL WEBSITE? 


e Visit our live interactive Swop Shop, you could either buy your next rig 
or dispose of some of the junk you’ve got piled up in the garage; 

e Take part in the SARL’s online poll. Tell us what is important to you the 
member; 

e Make use of our online call book. From here members can lookup a callsign 
or look up the callsigns of the ham population in your city or town. You 
can even print your own up to date copy of the SARL Call book, either 
complete or for your zone; 

e Update your contact details from our easy to use call book update facility. 
Or renew your membership online! 

e Look back on a past bulletin in our News Archive, or read council meeting 
or AGM minutes from past meetings. You can even subscribe to the News 
mailing list and get the SARL news bulletin e-mailed to you; 

e All these things and much much more, from licencing to the RAE, to 
Interference issues, its all here. 


Visit the SARL Web, at www.sarl.org.za. 
CRICKET WORLD CUP SPECIAL EVENT STATION 


Remember to make an effort to contact the special event station, ZSO3CWC 
which is being operated by the Oakdale Club on all bands 80m to 10m until the 
23rd March. 


ZS stations can send QSL’s to ZSO3CWC, PO BOX 2132, BELLVILLE, 7535 
and DX stations can send it to ZS1AU on QRZ.COM. Please include a self 
addressed stamped envelope for a special QSL card which will be available after 
the 23rd March. 


MAY RAE 


The closing date for registration April 11. 
The examination will be written on Saturday the 17th May from 09:00 till 12:00. 


Registration forms can be downloaded from the SARL website or can be ob- 
tained from the National Amateur Radio Centre by phoning Debbie at 011-675 
2393. 


The registration fee is R250 which is inclusive of the ICASA certificate and the 
first year’s licence. 


SAATI MEETING 


The next meeting of SAATI will take place on Monday 24 February 2003 at the 
Pretoria Amateur Radio Club premises on the south campus of the University of 
Pretoria. There will be a practical hands on demostration of the “Press ‘n’ Peel” 
method of making a printed circuit board. This will be based on a sound card 
to radio interface. Construction components will also be available. RSVP to 
Louis Kruger ZR6ABC whose email address is Ilk@mweb.co.za to reserve your 
place. 


FLEA MARKET AT WEST RAND CLUB 


The West Rand Amateur Radio Club will be hosting a flea market at their club 
house in Kroton Street,Weltevreden Park,on Saturday 1st of March 2003.Gate 
will open at 12 noon and all are welcome!! 


FRA HAM MOTOR BIKERS BREAKFAST RUN 


A Motor cycle breakfast run has been arranged for Sunday 2 March for all inter- 
ested motor bikers who are also amateur radio operators. Meeting at the NARC 
at 07:30 and leaving at 08:00 for breakfast at Hartbeespoort Dam. Anyone in- 
terested should please contact Ray Webber by email to “zs6rsw@global.co.za” 
or phone him at 082 491-8758. EMEGA FLEAMARKET IN PRETORIA 


All the amateur radio clubs in Pretoria will be hosting a joint fleamarket on 
Saterday 8 March 2002. The fleamarket will be held at the usual place at the 
South Campus of the University of Pretoria, at the corner of University and 
Lynwood roads. The starting time is 09:00. 


Everyone, clubs and non club members are welcome to attend. Come and visit 
this Mega Fleamarket in Pretoria. Phone Almero ZR6RY on (H)(012) 567 3722 
or 082 908 3359 if you want to book a table or if you need more detail about 
the fleamarket. 


FREQUENCY AND TIME CHANGES FOR ARMI 


From 30 March Amateur Radio Mirror International will be transmitted at 10:00 
CAT on 17815 kHz and 9750 kHz and from March 31 the Monday transmission 
will move one hour later to 21:00 CAT but will continue using the 3215 kHz 
frequency. 


This bulletin was compiled by George, ZS6NE and read by ........from......... as a 
service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International at 10:00 
CAT on 21560, 9750, and 7082 kHz and on 2 m repeaters in the East London, 
Durban, Pretoria and Sandton areas. 


A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 20:00 CAT on 3215 kHz. 
ARMTI is sponsored by Telkom and Sentech. 


The next net of the President of the SARL will be in a week’s time at 12:00 on 
Sunday the 23rd February. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us. Also many thanks 
to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay 
the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


